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ABSTRACT 

This curriculum guide describes coursis and provides 
some sampli lesson plans for an English program for eighth and ninth 
gradi students. All of the studints are required to take a basic 
writing coursi for the first nine weeks of the semester* For the next 
nine weeks some students receive large group instruction in 
linguistics and the other students, who are in mini-group 
instruction, choose two themes to study, The same procesi is 
continued during the last nine weeks of the semester as a new group 
is moved into large group instruction, Among the many small group 
subject units that the student may choose to study are Mark Twain, 
survival, "Romeo and Juliet," and "^^hat Makes People Laugh," Sample 
lesson plans are provided for a lesson in recogniiing the difference 
betwten fragments and sintences and for a lesson on Robert Frost's 
poem, "Out, Out,,." The course objectives for largi group instruction 
in transformational grammar are described, (DI) 
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lililth and ninth pado stiidante in English (approxiiMtGly 
12M50 in each grado) m assipd to ieetloni for accountability 
only* Tiaohors toot all itudents and aiiign baied on individual 
needs to Biilei for !ftltin|, All etudanto take this eoursi for the 
first nino wiakij (14), 

for the next nine weeks appfoKliMtely 60 ?5 students are 
in Large Group Instruetion (Liiitfuiatlcs)^ Tiie other students are in 
Siall or Mini Group InitructlQnf ffieee studonti choose m tkmi 
to study, Eich thsme li taught four and a half to 3 weeks (lO-W)i 
(1M8). 

\%% lame proceBS contlnuei as a new poup ii inovfd Into 
thi Urge Group Inetruetlon (194?). The list nine weeks of Uxp 
Group Initruotion is coniposid of studenti (45425) wiio did not 
pirforni Will in the Largi Group (2E-35), 
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Basics for VJriting - 8th Grade 

SatnpLe Los son Plfln 



Goal: To help the student recogniKe the differencG between frapcnCs 
flnd sentences J especially in their writing, 

■i 

I* Teacher reads from n list that consists of fragments 
and sencences, The students are asked to distinguish 
between sentences and non-sentences, Non-^sentences 
are orfllly converted into sentences. The tenn fragmGnt 
is introduced* 

Hi Teacher shows a list of sentences and frapients on 

the overhefld, When a |rapent occurs , it is convertod 
on the transparency into a sentencQ, Half of the list 
is done in this manner; the remaining sentences and 
frapents are done by the students on their own paper 
as initructfid on the transparency which accompanies 
this leaaon plan. 

ton students have been given enough time to complete 
ths eKercisej the eKercise is discussed, The fragments 
that have been converted into sentencei cnn be read 
fllQud by thi students or they might put them on the 
blackboard. 

Students are asked to write between 5-10 sentences 
on one of ths topics listed at the end of the second 
triniparency, 



III, 
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Sample LGSson Plan « Smnll Group - Sf.h 



poetry - Weeks 19 - 23 



This unit is approached frotn the basic preniisG Uhat a poem is a 
total experiences an expression of a feeling or an insight an attempt 
to commuiil cute on the part of a poet. He sec this *-ejipericncG'- concept 
in vivid action in Frost's poem ''Out, Out (sae insert). The 

itudonts are made aware of the startling "experience-- quc'lity of the 
poem i7hen they view it in relation to the nc^js ItGm which precedes it. 
This newr item lists the facts of the incident which forms the frames- 
work of the poem. In the news item we recieve information fact upon 
fact. In the poem, we "feel'* something for a moinenc we believe that 
we're there. We eee the boy; we feel the flash of pain; we know his 
terror^we hear the pulse beat ever so slowly die away. Our sensos 
are he^thcned WE eKperience an occurence. We do not simpla learn 
about the facta that euri*ound i.e. / 

Student participation and Involvement Is key In any material of 
this type* If they don^t see the boy^ if they don-t hear the pulses 
if they don*t feel his anguish, then the "eKperience" quality of the 
poem is lost to them. I've found thad the best way to approach the 
lesson has been to read the news item to them firsts then have them 
quickly give back the facts. Random quick calling on people wakes 
them up and naturally at this age they all want Co get Into the act 
and relay what information they have learned. It works beautifully 
because they all feel totally secure that they know everything that 
there is to know about this boy and his accident. 

Only with the reading of the poem does the realization that In 
actuality they knew very little hl'^them. They all instinctively sense 
the fact that the poetry gave them a "feeling," an "awareness^" an 
"experience," that a factual news Item could never give. They quite 
readily give you just the reply that you had been striving to get ---- 
the news Item gives you information but the poem gives you so much moi^e 
it gives you an experlenca. 

From the realisation point it is quite simple .o lead the 
discussion Into the *'way" and 'liow" of the poem, A brief allusion 
to the fact that poems often appeal to the senses will quickly be 
picked up by the students and turned Into an example^splced re-reading 
of the poem stressing parts which appeal to sight, hearlngj smelly etc. 
It turns into an out and out eKpose on sense eKperience In poetry 1 
Once their interest is captured^ children are capable of the freshest, 
most inarvelous insights imaginable. 

This poem Is excellent material to use as a basis for discussion, 
for many reasons . First it Is about a young boy and about death 
both of which capture a young audience. Secondly the title Itself 
lends Itself to marvelous discussion possibilities* Most children 
in this age bracket have heard of Shakespeare but few have heard of. 
MacJ^eth and a retelling of the story to elaborate upon the "out , out" 
title as having been taken from Macbeth ' s "Out , out brief candle" 
speaeh always manages to intrigue them, A discussion of life bieing 
^g"€fed out as quickly as the light on a candle is food for the imagination 
g[^(^£he highest degree for 




; in ipproflih m\i u this li tliat tliey m li|ery , 
oiitopole, itapliors iHUj tliij never liiiiiper tlioie eifpresiions 
with naiB, floy neir worrj If a plraio ffip an "iip" or not -» 
fiej ikM m%iu d m tin ii a lan^ of laMni mt^i cm 



. Hi sljcetlii in a unit of Ua type 
of poetry, I mt thi etdents to coi 
of Iti king a li?in|, vital imi of w; 
Mtii in a Juity book. Foatry lives anc^ 
iiliiaion in the ilt of irk, 



cento! arooni tlie ippttciation 

in the ll|ht 
ationand not iie stale oli 
i posffl livai — hence iti 
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Procc vs, Pooti7 
News item: 

"William Jonea, age 16, died last night in Mnntpelier Hospital 
after an unscecGssful operation, He was an employee of John llarrison's 
form in the township of Alton, Whila cutting wood on a bu?.2-saw yestci-- 
day in the late afternoon, JoniS accidontally slipped and his left arm 
was altnost amputated. Though a tourniquet was quickly applied as he was 
rushed to the hospital, he lost conalderable blood. Surviving him is 
his sister I Maryj who is the cook on Mr, Harrison's farm." 

Poem: 

"Out, Out . . 
The buz2«saw snarled and rattled in the yard 




i 

Were not the one dead, turned to .their affairs 



Robert Frost 



Large Group Inst:ruction 



By the end of the yearj each 8th and 9th grader will have spent 
9 weeks In Lar^'^a Group instructionj TronsforinRtionfll Grarranar. Ac Che 
end of this 9 ^■'sek period ^ he has a worldng knowledjc of the kernel 
aentence and ol' the kinds of structureo thot can occur within this 
basic sentenne pattern, Moreover, he has spent a great deal oC time 
succcBsfully vritina hii own simple scntcncos. His basic inConiiaCion 
can be eKpressed in these formulas, 

. S ^ NP + VP 
Vi 

Vt + NP 
be 

VP - ^+NP 
be 

Vs + Adj 
be + Advp 



NP ^ (dit +) count noun 

noncount noun 
proper noun 
personal pronoun 
indefinite pronoun 

VP ^ Auk + MV 

Auk ^ tense (+ nodal) (+ have + en) (+ be + ing) 

MV ^ V ( + Adv) 
Advp 
AdVm 

Adv ^ Advt ' = . 

Advf ' 
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Partial Listings o£ Small Groups Choices - 8th Grade 



Weeks 10 - 14 

ThG Writings About hm^rica- u Young People - (15 studcrits) 

Students will be rendtng short %^orks of litoraturG wYieten about and/or 
by young adults In America today, IncludGd will bq writings rGprescn tativd 
of America's minority groups. In oddition, writing will be done by the 
students in the alasa tviileh will be used in a literary booklet published by 
them. 

Rise of the Amarican Thsatre - (30 studenta) 

A study of American culture as eKhibited by the theatre it has produced, 
this unit will include in depth studiDs of ediuad versions of four plays by 
American authors narnelyi Thornton Wilder 's "Our Tawn--^ Herman Wouk's ^^The 

Calne Mutiny Court Martial'% Edward Albee's '^SandboK"j and Reginald Roae*s 
"Thunder on Sycamora Street". 

Excerpts from Writers of the Civil War Period - (15 students) 

students will read and evaluate material from the works of* 
Bruce Catton, Stephen Crane , Carl Sandburg, and Marsaret Mitchell, 

Weeks 15 - 18 ' ' 

Survival ^ (30 etudents) 

Students will be reading short works of fiction and non-fiction representing 
man's effort to succaed in his struggle with and against man and his environment. 
Examples of works to be included are -*To Build a Fire*', "The Most Dangerous Game^j 
"Flight'' , "The Wise and the Weak", and excerpts from such non-fiction works as 
The Diary of Anne Frank , 

Public Speaking - (15 studenta) 

The students will be trained in the proper methods of speech and debate^ 
Writing and dalivery, poaturej presentation and material will be stressed. 
The unit will culminate with a pro- con debate on an issue of current interest 
to the students* 

Weeks 19 - 23 ' ^ 

Poetry « (15 students) 

The "triple A" approach to poetry will be utilized In this unit. 
Basically, this approach is geared toward making the student more AWAffi to 
the wonders of life around him, more ALIVE to color and aound and feeling 
and more AWARE of the need to conmunlcate* Students will benefit from the 
coinmunlcationa of men such as Langston Hughes j . Rod McKuen and in turn will 
learn to communicate their own thoughts In poetic form* 



Poetry and Music of llireo Periods - (30 students) 



. Poetry "and music of throe periods vlll hs compared. Thoso periods ■ 
are: The Civil V7ar, World War II, and tho Vietnam War. " " 

Wooks 24 - 27 

Uuiiior - (15 studentB) ■ 

What makes it funny? a comparison of the kinds of humor as seen 

In eairtoons, earicatures, Thurher, 0' Henry, Jean Kerr and Schulta. 

♦ 

The Poetry of Pop Music - (IS students) 

Communication through the poetry In today's pop music will be disciissed 
Included will be lyrics from SonGs jjung by such personalities as the Beatles 
B. Dylan, A. Franklin, J, BaeE, R. HcKuen. In addition, students will be en 
couraged to communicate their own thoughts and foalings in a form similar to 
what they will be hearing. 

Musical America - (30 studenti) 

As with the drama, literary expression in music also reflects the times 
in which it flourishes, llils unit will wend its lyrical way from the ballad! 
of slavery end the Civil War, throush the jazz age of the '20's, to the big 
band era of the '40'a and. the war so ngs that followed, to the rock and roll < 
the '50's, to the proBont day 'message' ballads and protest eongs. Tlio unit 
will end with an original "song of tho times" compoaed by class members. 

Weeks 28 32 

Mark Twain: The Man and His Writings - (30 students) 

Selections from material about and by Mark Twain will be read and 
discussed. Included will be excerpts from such works as Life on the 
Mlasisiippl, Huckleberry Finn, Twain's Lectures, short stories, etc. 
The approach will be to show how time and place affect a man' s 'wrltina and al 
to discover at the same time, the tlmolessneas of one of America's favorite 
witers , ' " 

Interpreting What You Read - (15 atudents) 

We will use Supreme Court decisions on school desegreftaeion and 
Civil Rights. 




Communication 



1^**^^ "f^^^ delve ineo the why and how of the written word. Students 

-will learn the hasic. steps Involved In outlining, paragraph s true turins and 
the proper approach to anflwerlng an essay question. Short atorles by Pee 
0 Henry, and Hawthorne will be usod as literary background for the student's 
work • 
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Partial Listings of Small Groups Choices - 9th Grade - Part. A 



Weoks 1 0 - 15 * (all ftroupg limited to 15 studonts) 
ReadlTig the Short Story and VJrltins One 

Studaiits will road and study four or five different prooBnt day short 
stories. Some form of original short story will be written by each student. 

''Romeo and Juliet" ' 

Tills unit will OKploro Shakospearo, the man, his world, and the thoatre 
which wae his life, a dstallad study of "Romeo and Jullfit" will be made via 
textual reading, films and rfccorda. Stress will be placed on the pootry 
InhGrcnt in the languogo and the fact that this, la a thGatrical plocQ written 
for the staga. 

Science Fiction 

Students will be reading and dlicusslng the contents and form of 
sevaralac lance fiction short storlQS by such authors as Orwoll, Clarke^ 
Huxley, Bradbury, Tolkien, etc. In addition,' short composlttons of a science 
fiction nature will be written by the students. A trip to KASA is included 
In this course. 

Literature of the South - A Sense of Where You Are 

Follow the steps of southern tlmgs into the ^'hlte House, within planta- 
tion mansions. Into the slave quarters, over the prairies, across the battle- 
fields, within small town squares and into the modorn city. Included in this 
study will be selected works by Tliomaa Jefferson, Joss© Stuart, Willa Gather,. 
Ellen Glasgow, Flannery O'Connor, and William Faulkner. A special study of 
the literature of Maryland will also be made. 

Weeks 16 18 

Poetry for. Those V^o Hate It ' 

Celebrate Life I In this itudy of poetry life will be seen through eyas 
of Robert Frost j Emily Dickinson, Langston Hughes, Rod MoKuen, John Donne, 
T.S. Eliot, William Wordsworth, and the most important eyas of all, "your own" 

Composition and the Camera 

Through the use of various audio-visual equipment such as cflmeras, 
video- tape machine j elaas-mado fllmstripi, tape recorders, etc,, students 
Will be Cttpturlng the world around them. In class these recorder sights and 
sounds will be the basis for the written response (as well as oral) of the 
'O students in the class. 



' Communlcotlon « Llfo ^ Part II 



Tho why and how of the writtan word will bo covered In groaLor dGpth 
than in the 8th grade counturpart .of this unit. In oddltion to o revlQw 
and olaborntion. upon outliniiig^ parcgraph structuring and essay answoring 
skillSj the tcQhniqucoj of coipposltion writing nnd propQr critical thinking 
and evaluation will bei presented and engendGrod in tho students, Sliort 
stories by Uavdy ^ Faulkner and Stainbeck will be used as poincs of dGpart- 
ure for the critical thinking of the students. 

Vocabulary Development 

Work will be done on prefixeSj suffiKes, roots, and correct usaga. 
Students V7111 write short articles using types of vocabulary for news 
Items, reytews, and advertising* 

Weoks 19 - 23 

Newspapers 

Students will use S Co 6 newspapera from across the country to compare 
the stress of the same nciws article. They will compare news, cartoons^ 
edttorlalSj and advertising* . ■ 

Three Parallel Novels 

Eatoh student will read one of ths three novels being used in the classy 
Background will be given on the noval as a form of fiction* Each of the 
novels will develop the cormon theme of the struggles of teenagers trying to 
find out just vriio they are and the part they will play in their lifetime* 
Included will be novels by Carson McCullers, John KnowlQS> and Herbert Hill, 

Weeks 24 - 27 

"nie Crucible" and the Drama 

A brief introduction of the drama and of theatrical conventions will 
preface an analysis of "The Crucible", Thla historical play baaed on the 
Salem Witchcraft trials will be studied by focusing on background, causes^ 
human valuea, and comparisons with the McCarthy trials of the 1950' a. 

Racial Contrlbutlong to Our Culture 

Students will study what the races have contributed In education, nnislc, 
poetry^ sports, art, theater and politics. Guest speakers will be wsed. 

Weeks 28 - 33 

"Romeo and Juliet'' 

This unlc will develop the time of Shakoapeare and the feeling for the 
languago of "Romeo and Juliet" by use of films and a record of the play. 
StudentB will decide how they will difamatlge scrctionsi atrolling players, 
use of puppets or modernlaation , 
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Approaelies to Literature 



Tho novGl, A Tree G rows In Brooklyn by Betty Smith will be rnad and, 
analyEQcl according to four bnsic critlcnl approaches to litGrature: tliD 
biosraphical • thu foriTinlis tic ; the psychological and the historical. The 
StudGnt will be brought to an nwarGness the role that the author^s life 
plays in the novel; the style of siting involved; the thouEht processes 
of a young girl growing from childhood to young adulthood, and finally an 
appreciation of the times with vriiich the novel deals. 

"West Side Story'7"RQtneo and Juliet*' 

The entire play of ''mst Side Story" will be read and discusaed. In 
addition geveral eKCGrpts from ''RomGo and Juliet" will be tncludod along with 
two short stories that develop a aimllar thenio to the two plays. Included in 
this course will be the viewing of at least one movio of '*Romeo and Juliet-' 
along with either a movie or live performanCQ of "West Side Sto^y'^ In 
addition, background to Shakespeare's theater and the modern theater will be 
Included, 

"Romeo and Juliet" 

Shakespeare "s tar-croeied loveri" will be compared with the mismatched 
couple of the New York slumi in ''Wcet Side Story", This unit will include a 
study of Shakespeare's life and times, his theatre, and his drama. 

Weeks 34 36 

Davll and Evil in Literature ' 

Theines of horror and evil will pervade the gloomy atmosphere of this 
unit. Only the stout-hearted and unafraid should participate in this study 
of short works by Nathaniel Hawthorne, Melville^ Benetp Poe and Hitchcock/ 

Literature in Transition 

This unit consists of a dlscuasion of a alngle piece of literature and 
its translation into other mediae short atory, TV, atage, movies* 

Balladi of Today and Their Meanings 

Thli unit will use ballads from the following sources with interpretation 
Simon and Garfunkle ^ 
Joan Bae^ 
Bob Dyian 
*Rod McKuen 
Bobbie Gentry ^ 
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Partial Listings of Small Groups Choieos - 9ch Grada - Part }l 



(In Part B of the English Progranij two toachcrs wero teaching small 

groups in Part A will share Large Group Inetructlon. To replaca tholr units , 
the large group instructor from Part A will offer the following snmll groups.) 

Weeks 10 ^ 15 
"The Fantastlks-' 

Students will approach the study of drama and come to an understanding 
of it through the actual produetlon of the long running American musical ^ 
"Tho Fantastiks'^ 

WeQkg 16 - 18 

Poetry for the Fun of It 

This eoursa may be deocrlbed as a glance at the works of some lesser 
poeti and perhaps a few greater ones (If they suit our needs) whose main 
purpose was to move words and meanings around a page for the fun and/or 
funnlness of it. 

Weeks 19 - 23 

Focus on Youth 

The atudetit will take a look at that in-between stage when one is 
young enough to have restrictions and old enough to raient them through 
the eyes of some sensitive men and women %dio thought enough about their 
life and hard times growing up to put them on paper. Some of the works 
to be tKamined In part or in toto are Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
by Jamas Joyce, The Chosen by Chaim Potak, Portrait of the Artist as a 
YounR Dob by Dylan Thomai, The Heart Is a IwOnely Hunter by Carson McCullers 
and Strait Is the Gate by Andre Glde, ^ 

Weeks 24 ^ 27 

Creative Writing , 

The student will attempt to capture 3 dlmenilonal man on 2 dlmanilonal 
paper with multl^-dlmenalonal words everybody including the teacher writes 
and everybody including the students criticize. ' 

. ^eeki 18 " 31 \ 

"Romeo and Juliet" 

The student will CKamlne the structure of a tragedy and a comedy In order 
to comprehend the play as not merely a love story but a tragicomGdy with 
particular amphasls on its comic aspects. 
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